KOFrHUTUBHAA HAYKA B MOCKBE

HOBbIE MCCJIEOOBAHUA

MATEPUAJDI
KOH®EPEHLUUU

2017

non PEL. E.B.MEYEHKOBON, M.B. DAJIMKMAH



V]IK 159.9
BEK 81.002
K57

K57 KonneKkTuBHbIN

KorHuTMBHaA Hayka B MoCKBe: HOBble nccieaosaHua. Matepuansl KoHbepeHummn 15 ntoHa 2017 r.
Moa pea. E.B. MeuyeHkosoi, M.B. ®annkman. — M.: 000 «byku Beau», UNMNuM. 2017 r. — 596 cTp.

JNeKTpOHHas BepCUs

ISBN 978-5-4465-1509-7

VJIK 159.9
BBK 81.002

ISBN 978-5-4465-1509-7 © AsTopbI cTaTel, 2017



NOHUMAHUE CUHTAKCUYECKU CNIOXHbIX MPEAJIOXEHUN:
CBA3b MNPABUIbHOCTU U CKOPOCTU C BO3PACTOM

U XAPAKTEPUCTUKAMU NPOBOAAILUX NYTEN

roJ1OBHOIro MO3ra

C.A. MantotuHa* (1), 3.J1. MorocbeksH (2), A.WN. batanos (2), M.B. MeaHoBa (1)
smalyutina@hse.ru
1 — HWY BLW3, Mocksa; 2 — HUU Helpoxumpyprum um. H.H. bypaeHko, MockBa

AHHOTauus. MpencTaBnseTcs, 4To BO3PACTHbIE U MHAMBWAYAbHbIE PA3INYMA XapaKTEPHbI He
TONBKO A1l TAaKMX BbICLIMX NCUXMUYECKMX DYHKLMIA, KaK BOCNPUATHE, NaMSITb, BHUMAHME, MblLL-
NeHue, Ho U Ans A3bIkoBOW 06paboTKuM (peuw), rae OHM Noka U3yyeHbl ropasao MeHblue. Ha-
npuMep, B OTHOLLIEHUM CMHTAaKCMYeCKoi 06paboTkM A0 CMX NOP HET OKOHYaTeNbHOro OTBETA,
HapYyLAeTCs M C BO3PACTOM TONIbKO €€ CKOPOCTb, IGO0 Takxke NpaBUNbHOCTb. Llenbto AaHHOM
paboTbl GbINO M3YUYUTb PONb BO3PACTA M MHAMBUAYANbHBIX PA3/IMUUIA B CUHTAaKCUYECKOW 06-
paboTke y B3poC/bIX NIOAEN, @ UMEHHO: UCCNeA0BaTh BAWSIHUE BO3PACcTa Ha CKOPOCTb YTEHMS
1 NPaBUAbHOCTb MOHUMAHMS CUHTAKCUYECKM CNOXKHbIX NPeaoXKeHNH, @ TakxKe BbISIBUTb Helt-
pOHasbHble KOPPEensTbl UHAWBUAYANbHbIX PAa3NMUMiA B 3TUX NMOKA3aTeNsX C y4eToM dakropa
BO3pacTa (B npenenax 6enoro BewecTsa roJJ0BHOT0 Mo3ra, A/s Yero npoBoaunoch Anddysu-
OHHO-B3BeLUEHHOe CKaHMPOBaHKe Mo3ra U CTaTUCTUYECKMM MeToaoM TBSS aHanusupoanach
(pakUMOHHAsA aHM30TPONMS NPOBOAALMX MyTel). bbino 06HAPYXKEHO CTaTUCTUYECKMU 3HAYM-
MOe 3aMe[/ieHue YTeHUs C BO3PaCTOM; OLHAK0O BO3PACTHbIX U3MEHEHUIH B NPaBUAbHOCTH 06-
HapyeHo He 6b110. Takum 06pa3oMm, U B CUHTaKCUUeCckoi 06paboTke, Kak BO MHOTUX ApYrnX
KOTHUTMBHbIX QYHKLMSIX, 3aMefIeHne CKOPOCTM MOXET pacCMaTpUBaTbCS Kak KOMMeHcaTop-
Hblii MEXaHW3M, MO3BONAIOWMIA COXPAHSTL YCMNEeWHOCTb 06paboTKM. 3HaYUMbIX HeNpOHaNb-
HbIX KOpPensToB WHAMBWAYANbHbIX PA3fMUMii B YCMEWHOCTU CUHTaKCMYeckoi obpaboTku
06HapyXeHO He BblNo, YTO MOXET ObITb 06YCNI0BNEHO MaNEHbKUM pa3MepoM BblIGOPKM.

KntoueBble cnoBa: guddy3noHHO-B3BelEeHHas TpakTorpadus, TBSS, a3bikoBas 0bpaboTka,
CUHTaKCMyeckas obpaboTka, NOHUMaHMe NpeaNoXeHW, BO3pacTHble U3MEHEHNS, HOPManb-
Hoe cTapeHue

Mccneposanue 6bino nopaepxkaHo POOU, npoekt N2 16-06-00400.

B KOrHWTMBHOM Hayke ypensetcs 60nbloe BHUMAHWE UHAMBWMAYANbHbIM pas-
NINYKAM B BOCTIPUSTUM, NAMATU, BHUMAHUW, MbllwneHnn. OfHaKo, ecnu He cymTaTb
COLMONUHIBUCTUYECKUX WUCCNELOBAHWI, CPaBHUTENIbHO Mano M3y4YeHa Tema WH-
OMBUAYANbHbIX Pa3fiMyMii B S3bIkOBOM 06paboTke (peun). Mexay TeM npencras-
NIAETCS, YTO TAKOBblE PA3IMYMS MMEKOTCS M YTO YCNELWHOCTb S3bIKOBOM 006paboTkum
npeacTaBnseT cobon KOHTUHYYM Aaxe cpeau HeBpONIOrMYeCKM 340pOBbIX Ntoaen
6e3 HapyLleHui peun.
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OanH u3 HakTopoB, CO3JAlOWMX pasnuuus B A3blkoBOM 0b6paboTke cpean
B3pOC/bIX Ntofeit 6e3 HapyweHuid peun, — 370 Bo3pacT. C BO3pacToM NpoMCXo-
[ST U3MEHEHUS He TONbKO B BOCMPUATUM, NAMATU, BHUMAHWUM, MbILUNEHWUU, HO U B
A3bIKOBbIX (YHKLMSAX: BOCMIPUSATUM pPEYM HA CyX, NEKCMYECKOM MOMUCKe, NOoCTpo-
eHun auckypca (Light, Thornton, 2006). OgHako nccnenoBaHusa g3bIKoBoM obpa-
60TKM Ha CUHTAaKCMYECKOM YPOBHE (TO eCTb CMOCOBHOCTH K MOCTPOEHUIO M aHanu3y
rPaMMaTUYECKON CTPYKTYpbl MpeasioXeHni M dpas) NokasbiBaldT NPOTUBOPEYU-
Bble pe3ynbTaThl. B nosaensowem 6onbliMHCTBE paboT 06HapyKMBaeTCcs BO3pacT-
HOe 3aMefnieHMe CUMHTaKCcMYeckoW obpaboTkM, HO Aaneko He BCerma CHUXKaercs
ee NpaBWNbHOCTb: Hanpumep, B 3kcnepumenTe (Caplan, Waters, 2003) y noxunbix
Y4aCTHMKOB Oblfia MOHWXKEHA NPaBUIbHOCTb CYXKAEHWIA UL 06 OTAENbHbIX TUNAX
npeanoxexui, a B akcnepumente (Wingfield et al,, 2003) cHuMxeHO NMOHUMaHue
NWLWb B 3aTPYAHEHHBIX YCNOBUSX BOCMPUATUS peyn. TakuM 06pa3oM, OCTaeTcs ak-
TyanbHOM 3aa4ya 3MNUPUYECKOTrO TECTMPOBAHUS TOTO, CHUXKAETCS I C BO3PACTOM
NpaBUbHOCTb, @ He TONIbKO CKOPOCTb CMHTAKCMYeCKo 06paboTku.

OAHaKO Ha yCMewwHOCTb S3bIKoBOM 06paboTKM MOTYT BAUSTb U MHAMBUAYANbHbIE
pasnnuus, HesaBuUCMMble OT BO3pacTa. [lpeAcTaBnsieT MHTepec, KakoBbl HeMpo-
HanbHble KOPPeNnsTbl 3TUX PasNNyMiAi — MOXHO K BbILENWUTb HEMPOHANbHbIN Cy6-
CTPaT, CTPYKTYPHble MAM (GYHKLUMOHANbHbIE XapaKTEPUCTUKM KOTOPOro CBS3aHbI
C YCNeLWHOCTbi0 A3bIKOBOM 06paboTku. YacTo Ans 3TOro MCNonb3yrTcs QyHKLUM-
OHasbHble METOAMKM: Hanpumep, 3nekTposHuedanorpadus, GyHKLMOHANbHAs
MarHUTHO-pe30oHaHCcHas Tomorpadus (cMm. o63op Prat, 2011). MccnepgoBaHua xe
CTPYKTYPHbIX pa3nuuuid, kak B paboTe (Antonenko et al., 2013), ocTatoTca MeHee
MHOrOYMCIEHHBIMU, XOTS MoCnefHee BpeMs Bce 6onblue 1 6onblue nogyepKuBaeT-
€S ponb CTPYKTYPbl NPOBOAALLMX NyTel ro0BHOrO MO3ra B peann3aumy KOrHUTUB-
HbIX QYHKLMA.

Takum 06pa3oM, Lenb AaHHOM paboTbl — M3y4uTb pPONb BO3pacTa M WMHAM-
BMAYaNbHbIX PA3/INYMii B CUHTaKCUYeCKOoM 06paboTke y B3pOC/bIX H0LEN, @ UMEHHO:
NpoTeCcTMPOBATb BAMSIHME BO3PACTa Ha CKOPOCTb YTEHWUS U MPaBUIbHOCTb MOHUMA-
HUS CUHTAKCMYECKU CNIOXKHbBIX MPeANOoXeHWH, @ TaKXKe UCCNeaoBaTh HelpoHanbHble
KOppensTbl UHAMBUAYANbHbIX Pa3fMumnii B 3TUX MokasaTensx (B npesenax 6enoro
BELLEeCTBa, TO eCTb MPOBOASALLMX NyTel) ¢ yyeToM dhakTopa Bo3pacTa.

MeTtoauka

YuactHuku. B nccnepoBaHum npuHsanm yyactme 19 B3pocnbix fo6poBonbLEB
(9 xeHwmH 1 10 MyXUMH; cpeaHuin Bo3pacT 44.3 roaa, CTaHAAPTHOE OTK/IOHeHue
10.3, pnana3oH 27-59 net) 6e3 kaknx-nMbo HEBPONOTMUYECKUX HapyLeHUt nnbo
HapyLeHUid peun Unm yteHus. Bce y4acTHUKM Bbinn NpaBLlLIaMu U HOCUTENSIMU pyC-
CKOTO f13blKa KaK eIMHCTBEHHOIO POLHOrO.

Mpouepypa. [JobpoBonbLbl MOAMUCHIBAAM GOPMY MHPOPMUPOBAHHOIO CO-
rNacus 1M NoayyYanu UHCTPYKLMK, 3 3aTeM NPOXOAWUIN MAarHUTHO-PE30HAHCHYH TO-
morpaduio (MPT) ronosHoro mo3sra. MPT nposoagunocs Ha Tomorpacde General
Electrics, 3 Tecna: cHayana nposogunocb T1-B3BelweHHOe aHATOMUYECKOe CKa-
HMpOBaHMe (B LAHHOM aHaNiM3e He WMCMOo/b30BaNoCh), 3aTeM AMPDY3MOHHO-B3Be-
LeHHOe CKaHWpOBaHWe (ABa MOBTOPEHMS C NPOTUBOMOIOXHBIMU HAMpPaBieHUSIMU
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(azokoaupyoLero rpagueHTa; pasmep Bokcens 2.5x2.5x2.5mMm, none o63opa
104 x 104 MM, 64 cpesa, TR 14000 mc, TE 104.9 mc, 64 HanpasneHns auddy3noH-
Horo rpagueHTa ¢ paktopom anddysum 1500 c/MM?, 9 06bEMOB C hakTopoM and-
dy3umn 0 c/mMm?).

B ToT e neHb (8o unu nocne MPT) no6poBONbLbl BbIMOAHAAN A3bIKOBOE 3a-
faHue, 3anporpaMMMpoOBaHHOE Ha KOMMbOTEPE C MOMOLLbK nporpamMmbl DMDX.
Mcnonb3oBanacb MeToAMKa YTEHWUS C camoperynsuuei CKopoctTu: f06poBOAbLbI
MOC/IOBHO YMTanM MpenoXeHus, Haxumas knasuwy «Mpoben», ytobbl nepenTu
K CnenytoleMy CnoBy (B KaXAbli MOMEHT BPEMEHM Ha 3KpaHe HaXxoAMnoCb OLHO
CNOBO, NPEeLIOXKEeHUE LLeIMKOM He leMOHCTPUMPOBanoch). [locne kaxaoro npeano-
YKEHUS Ha 3KpaHe NosBAS/CS BOMPOC Ha MOHMMAHWe U ABA BapuaHTa OTBeTa, OTBET
MOXHO ObIfI0 BbIOpaTh HaXKaTMEM IeBOW MM NPABOW CTPEKM HA KnaBuaType. Bbl-
NOMHEHMIO 334aHMA NpeALWecTBOBaNa TPEHUPOBKA; CAMO 33A4aHWE 3aHMMano 0Koo
20 MUHYT 1 BbIMOMHANOCH C TPEMS KOPOTKMMU May3aMu AJist OTAbIXA.

Crumynbl. B 3a0aHMKM Ha NnoHUMMaHWe npeanoXxeHuit ucnonbsosanocb 100 npea-
NOXEHWUN. M3 HUX Bbino 74 npeniiokeHUst CO CIOXKHOW CMHTAaKCUYECKOM CTPYK-
TYpOWi; B BOMpOCax K HUM TpeboBanocb BbI6paTh, KaKoe M3 [ABYX YMOMSHYTbIX
B NPEAJIOKEHUM CYLLECTBUTENIbHBIX BbICTYNaN0 B TOW MM MHOW CMHTAKCUYECKON
ponu (Hanpumep, npeanoxeHue: [ocmu nocMompenu Ha HIHK MAnbIWKU, 0epmas-
Wwyr Kykay, Bonpoc: Ha Ko2o nocMompenu 20cmu?, BapuaHTbl OTBETA: HA HSAHKO /
Ha manelwky). Takum o6pa3oMm, Ans oTBeTa Ha BOMpOC TpeboBanCs NpaBMIIbHbINA
CMHTAKCMYECKMI aHanu3 NpeanoXeHus U NpUnUcbiBaHWe MpaBMIIbHbIX CMHTAKCK-
YECKMX pONeit CyLeCcTBUTENbHBIM (KaX40e M3 HWUX CEMAHTUYECKM MOAXOAMNIO Ha
06e CMHTaKCMYecKue posiu, MO3TOMY s NPaBUIbHOMO OTBETa TPE6OBAICS UMEHHO
CMHTaKCHMYeCcKuid aHanus). CMHTaKcU4eckne CTpyKTypbl BblIM pasHOOOPA3HbIMMU, UX
CNIOXHOCTb 06ecneynBanach ClefyLmMMU 3IEMEHTAMU NPELIOKEHUS: TEHUTUBHAS
rpynna u 3aBUCMMbIi OT OQHOTO M3 ee 3/1IeMEHTOB NpUYacTHbIN 060poT (30 npeasno-
YKEHWI), OTHOCUTENbHbIE NMPUAATOUHbIE NpeanoxeHus (18 npeanoxexuit), pednek-
cuBHble MecTonMenus (10 npepnoxeHuit), obpaTMMocTb cybbekTa M 06beKTa, B TOM
yucie B COMETaHUMM C HEKAHOHMYECKUM MOPSIAKOM CI0B CYyObeKT —rnaros —obbekT
(16 npepnoxeHnuit). OctanbHble 26 npennoxeHui 6binv Gunnepammu NpousBoSib-
HOM CUHTaKCMYECKOM CTPYKTYpbI, FAe BOMPOC 33,aBascs K NPOU3BOJIbHOMY 3NIEMEH-
Ty NPEeAOXEHNs, @ BTOPOM M3 BapuaHTOB OTBETA OblN C/IOBOM, HE YMOMSIHYTbIM
B NpefioKeHun (Hanpumep, npeanoxeHve: 3a smom 200 nsmepo cmydeHmos ne-
pesenucy Ha gusono2uyeckuli ¢akynbmem c ucmopuyeckoeo, Bonpoc: CKosbko cmy-
0eHmos nepegenucs?, BapuaHTbl otBeTa: [Tamepo/Yemaepo).

AHanus paHHbIX. B A3bIKOBOM 3a4aHMM AN KAKAOMO YYaCTHMKA MOACYM-
TbIBAaNACb NPaBMIbHOCTb OTBETOB Ha BOMPOCHI (06Was M OTAENbHO AN KaXAoro
TMNA NPefioKEeHU), a TaKkKe MedMaHHas CKOPOCTb YTEHWUS CErMEHTOB Mpeasio-
XeHuI. bbinn noacuntaHbl Koppenaumu [MpcoHa Mexay 3TUMU NepeMeHHbIMU
1 BO3pacToM.

MPT-paHHble cHavana nogseprannch npenobpaboTke: AaHHbIE ABYX NOBTOpe-
HWI COBMeELLAMCh C MOMOLLbIO anropuTMa topup B nporpamme FSL, nanee npo-
BOAMNACb KOppeKUMs ABWXEHUS U BUXPEBbIX TOKOB B nporpamme ExploreDTI
(Leemans et al., 2009), 3atem u3BneKanuCb KapTbl GPAKUMOHHON aHWU3OTPOMUMU.
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CraTuctnyeckas o06paboTka NpoBOAMNACH HA OCHOBAHMM 3TUX KapT C MOMOLLbIO NPo-
uenypsl TBSS (aHrn. tract-based spatial statistics; Smith et al., 2006) 8 nporpamme
FSL. Meton TBSS no3BonsieT 06HapyxuTb y4acTku Genoro Bew,ecTsBa, 3HAYeHUs
(paKLMOHHOWM aHWU30TPOMMKU B KOTOPbIX CBA3aHbl C TEMU UK UHBIMU MEPEMEHHbI-
Mu. B naHHOM cniyyae 6binm NOCTPOEHBI ClefyoLMe CTaTUCTUYeCKUE MOAENU (KOBa-
puaTbl BKIYANUCh B @HANU3 A1 TOTO, YTOObI UCKNOYUTb 3PMEKT pasnnymii No HUM
npu aHanuse apdekTa NpeLMKTOpoB): 1) npeaMKTop — BO3pacT, KoBapuarta — non;
2) npefmkTop — 06LWas NpaBUAbHOCTb NOHMMAHMS, KOBapuaThl — BO3PacT v Mon;
3) NpeauKTop — MpPaBWIbHOCTb MOHUMAHWUS B TWUME MpeanoXeHWi, okasaBLlemcs
Havnbonee CNOXHbBIM MO pe3ynbTaTaM aHanM3a S3bIKOBOrO 33[aHWs, KOBapuaThl —
BO3pacT 1 non. [ing cTaTMCTU4eCcKoi KOppeKLum BO BCEX MOAENSX UCMONb30Bancs
meton TFCE (aHrn. threshold-free cluster enhancement). Mogens, TectupytoLias
3bdeKT CKOPOCTH YTEHUS C Y4ETOM MoJa U BO3pacTa Kak KoBapwWaT, He TeCTMpPOBa-
Nacb M3-33 KONIMHEAPHOCTM BO3PacTa U CKOPOCTU YTEHMS.

Pesynbrartbl

MepanaHHas CKOpOCTb YTEHWUS CErMEHTOB NPeJIOKEeHUI COCTaBUNa B CpeaHEM
607 mc (SD=235 mc, ananasoH 307 -1105mc). CpeaHss npaBuAbHOCTb OTBETOB Ha
Bonpockl coctaBuna 87% (SD=6%, amanasoH 76-97%). MNpu aHanuse no Tunam
npeanoxeHnin Hambonee CNOXHLIM TUMOM MPeLNOoXKEeHUI OKa3anucb Npeasioxe-
HMS C Tak Ha3blBaeMbIM MO3AHUM 3aKpbITUEMY (C MPUYACTHBIM 06OPOTOM, OTHOCS-
LLMMCS K 3aBUCHMOMY CYLLECTBUTENIBHOMY B COCTaBE FEHUTUBHOWM MMEHHOM rpynnbi:
Penopmepbl obwanucs ¢ napmHepoM npednpuHuMamens, nodaswe2o UcK): B HUX
cpenHss npasunbHOCTb coctaBuna 60% (SD=17%, amanazoH 40-100%). Bos-
pacT 06HaPYXXMN 3HAYUMYHO KOPPENALMI0 C MEAMAHHOM CKOPOCTbIO YTeHUs (r=.72,
p<.001), HO He ¢ npaBuAbHOCTbIO: HK 0b6wel (r=.03, p=.90), HM NPaBUABLHOCTbLIO
B Hanbonee CI0XHOM TUMe NpeanoxeHui (r=.26, p=.28).

UTo Kacaetcs HeWpoHanbHbIX KOPPENsToB 3TUX MapameTpoB, TO NPU aHaiu-
3e MetopoM TBSS 6onee cTapwmit Bo3pacT Obii CBSA3aH CO CHUXEHWeM dpaKLm-
OHHOW aHW30TPONWUM B LUMPOKOW CETU NPOBOAALMX NyTEW, pacnpeaeneHHon no
noNylWwapuaM 1 AonsaM ronoBHoro mosra. OgHako He 6bi10 06HAPYXEHO 3Hauu-
MbIX KOppensunii GpakLMOHHOM aHU30TPONUM C MHAMBUAYANbHBIMU MOKa3aTens-
MW NMOHUMaHWS NPEeAJIOXKEHUIA: HU C 06LLei NPaBUIbHOCTbIO, HU C MPaBUIBbHOCTbIO
B HaMbonee CNOXHOM TUMe NPeLNOKEeHUN.

06cyxaeHue 1 BbIBOAbI

MccnepnoBaHue NpoBOAMAOCH C LieNbio U3Y4UTb BO3PACTHbIE U MHAMBUAYANbHbIE
pasznnuns B NOHUMAHUM CUHTAKCUUYECKM CITOXKHbIX MPeLnokeHUH, 8 UMEHHO npoTe-
CTMPOBATb, BAMSIET /I BO3PACT Ha CKOPOCTb M NMPaBWUIbHOCTb MOHUMaHUS, a Takxe
BbISIBUTb HEMpPOHaIbHble KOPPENATbl 3TUX MOKa3aTesnei, He3aBMCUMMble OT dakTopa
BO3PacTa M OTPaXalLimMe UHAUBULYANbHbIE PA3INYms.

Ha noBepeH4YeckoM ypoBHe 6bl10 MOKa3aHo, YTO C BO3PaCTOM 3aMeffifeT-
CSt CKOPOCTb YTEHUS MPEeLNOXeHUs. DTOT pe3ynbTaT 0XkuaaeM Ha GoHe obWwmpHoW
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iMTepaTypbl, LEMOHCTPUPYIOLLEM BO3PACTHOE 3aMepdJieHMe KaK $3blkOBOM 006-
paboTku, Tak U ApyrMx KOrHMTMBHbIX npoueccos (Light, Thornton, 2006). OgHa-
KO MHTEPECHO, YTO KOppenauuu Mexay Bo3pacToM M NpaBUIbHOCTbIO MOHMMAHMUS
obHapyXeHo He 6b1o (HM ans obliert NPaBUAbHOCTU, HU AN MPaBMIIbHOCTM MO-
HMMaHUg Hanbornee CNIOXKHOro TUMa NpennoxeHui). Takum 06pa3om, MOXHO pac-
CMaTpMBaTb CHUXKEHME CKOPOCTU CUHTAKCMYECKOM 06paboTKM Kak KOMMEHCATOPHbIM
MeXaHM3M (OCO3HaHHbIM MM aBTOMATUYECKUI), MO3BONAIOLLMIA NOLAEPXKMBATL ee
YCMEeLWwHOCTb.

HelipoHanbHbIX KOPPENSTOB MHAMBUAYANbHbIX PA3/IMYMiA B 13bIKOBOM 06paboT-
Ke 0BHapyXeHOo He Oblno: HECMOTps Ha 0bLyt BanuAHOCTb MeTtoga TBSS, noa-
TBEPXKAAEMYKD OXMIAEMbIM 3HAYMMbIM 3OPEKTOM BO3paCTa, HEMb3s UCKAYUTD,
YTO pasMep BbIOOPKM 0KA3ancs HeJOCTaTOYHbIM 419 0BHapY>XeHUs MeHee Bblpa-
YKEHHbIX PAa3Nnyuii B CTPYKTYpe NPOBOAAWMX MYyTEN.
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Abstract. Age-related changes in language processing have not yet been as well-studied as
those in perception, memory, attention or cognition. Specifically with regard to syntactic
processing, it is still debatable whether only the processing speed or also accuracy decreas-
es with age. The present study investigated the effect of age and individual differences on
syntactic processing in healthy adults. Specifically, we tested the effect of age on the speed
of reading syntactically complex sentences and the accuracy of their comprehension, and
explored the neural correlates of individual differences in speed and accuracy when taking
age into account. The analysis was limited to white matter and used diffusion tensor im-
aging and tract-based spatial statistics to analyze the fractional anisotropy of white-matter
tracts. Reading speed was found to become slower with age; however, sentence comprehen-
sion accuracy was unaffected by age. Thus, similar to the processing speed decrease in many
other cognitive domains, a decrease in sentence processing speed seems to be a compensa-
tory mechanisms that ensures that processing accuracy is maintained. The study did not find
any significant correlates of individual differences in syntactic processing accuracy, which is
likely due to our small sample size.
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